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Beauty and efficiency distinguish this Lake lda home

I3 Manocy Leasman = Fio ;:||"J"|'.' b Bryan WWesncland
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B {loer-to-ceiling stons fireplase divides the windows in the great rom
Hand-hews Texnesses ping 2-by-12s ware sarebully finished with three
edats of paint to oreate the Penderozs patina,

LokRAnCHOMmE R DL -0Mm

£ Ben Cartwright and Frank Lloyd Wrigh
poured a couple of brandies and sat down
together o design a home, the resule could
very well be the Ponderosa-like dwelling on
the peninsila extendimg ingo Lake Ida north

of Alexandria Simce Cartw .'|.q|'.| s Fictiomal

and ".'i-'rl_'.:|1|‘ died in 19549, the home's owner,
Mancy Anderson, engaged Ringdahl Architects of
flexamdria o bring her vision of the Bonanea-
Usonian home mto existence,

A fan of the television show “Bonanza™ since
she was a little girl and more than a little taken with
Ben Carbwright's aldest son, Adam, Mancy set abouot
building her dream home m 2005, Her firss hos
band, Bill Anderson, owner of Midwest Sign %
Screen Prinnng Supply Coo, had died suddenly the
vear before. Mancy, who had been on the board of
directors, drew on her inner strength and tock over
as TEDY of the hogines, which now has nine loca-
tions and 170 employees.

Sensing the ephemeral nature of life and rela-
tionships, she was determined to live her dreams.
She bought the 100-by-24-foot lake lot not Ea
from Theatre Home Diew, where she spent child-
hood summers with her five siblings s her father,

Paul Peterson, acted in the theaters early produc

Hons. With respect and concern for the environ-
ment, Mancy planned the retreat she would one day
call her permanent home.

“l wanted it to lock like the center was the
crigimal howse and the rest was added on,” she says,

She was instnctually following Wrght's Usomian

concept of a service core built arcund a large stone
kearth with a stromg wsoal connection between the

interior and extenor spaces. 'With that model In

mind, she went online and fred off twoe emails to
lacal architects. Pawnl Ringdahl responded by the
next moming; the other one never did.

It was just as well, snce she knew mght away
when she met Panl that his team was the right one
to build ber home. She worked prmarly with
Angela Jackson, who hos been with Ringdahl
Architects since 2004, Angela received bachelor's
degrees m architecture and environmental design
from Morth Dakota Stare Universioy. She received
high honors for her thess on sustainahle design and
brovght her environmental awareness to Mancy's
project.

Dagnosed with psoriatic arthretis and facing a
future wiath posible physical limitations, Mancy alss
valued Richard Hardine's imderstanding of univer-

sal desipn conceprs. Hardime provides constroction
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management for Rimgdah] Archivecs through his
company, Infindty Pevelopment.

Mancy's team came up with a home both
Carpwright and Wrghe would have liked. Hanad-
hewn Tennessee pine 2-by-12s, carctully findshed
with three coats of paint to create the Ponderosa
patina, line the great room and clad the extenor,
Four-hy-12 dave jolnts on the comers emanate
strengeh and permancnce.

“The walls are 2-by-& with foam insulaton in
the walls and roof,” explaims Paul. “The n-Aoor
heat with water heated by a hotler prodoces hagh
cfficiency.” The house = budlt on a concrete slab
since 1t sits only a few feet above the lake's water
level. The floatimg 3/8-inch teak floor radintes the
heat from the in-foor tubes, Small-duct, high-veloc-
ity air conditioning located high on the walls arcu-
lates efficiently as warm air rises and the cool air
falls. Five @ones comtrol the heating and cooling
throughout the house. A separate heating system
ladd undder the galvanmeed standing seam sieel roof
conducts heat o the surface and reduces snow
build-up in the Minnesota winters. H windows and
doors actually close tighter when the wind Mows,
sealing the home's energy efficient envelope.

Before the building project was completed in
2007, one more person joined the team when
Mancy married Rick Block. With an information
technology background, Hick & credited as the
thinker and problem solver. He came up with novel
ideas like the dual temperature controls for the dual
shower heads in the master bath. Locaved outside
the spray zone, the handbes are preset and can he
turned on before stepping mito the shower.

Ihe master bath is 2 marvel of colored glas
tikes simulating a wave washing over the room, With
frosted glas windows on the land side and a wide
open view across the bedroom to the lake, the bath
room shimmers with the blight of the Canbbean
enhanced by Himschfields “Sweet Gra=" paimt an
the walls, a blue-green glass baxin and LED lighes
glowing under the kick plate of the cabimets.

“Colors shouldn®t stop you or hold you in
rooms; they should feel Hke part of the environ-
ment,” says Paul. “If you have a good view, you
should have big windows.” He also sngpests forege-
ing window treatments if prvacy i=n't a concern

I'his uneovered window treatment philcsophy
i= carmied ot in the great room as well as on the
motor-driven windows high on the 28-foot great
room wall. The room’s southeast exposure tllemi-

nates the room along with more LED lights and
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The master coite it 2 marvel of colored #lass tiles
simolating 2 wave washing over {he resm,

lekasndHomaebCom

laoks aut on the rip rap and rain garden instead of
a sandy beach. The rain garden prevenes runckf and
drains through the boolders of the “dry® riveched
that rans along the east property line,

A Hoor-to-ceiling stone fireplace divides the
windows of the preal room. Uppmih: it Is the
kitchen, which =5 open to the preat roomy the
Stlestome guartz bar conceals the more muandane
cooking doties from the bving aren. The kitchen's
rolling dsland, a spice drawer and pot drawer
dessgned to fit the largest cooking pot are feamres
of the room where meals are collaborative under-
takings. A well-stocked pantry, pamtially concealed
by three leaded glass entry-style doom hung on
rollimg barn racks, shares space with the washer,
dryer and novel pull-out drying rods. Jost beyond
the laundry aren & the dog wash roome Dexter, the
cowple’s shiny hlack LabradarBorzon, ges his bean-
ty treatments there,

A wine storage arca on the other side of the
kitchen is lit with red and white wine botile light
fxtures. Rick likes the reds while Marcy has a pen-
chant for '.1']1.1h'5-. her current Evoriie l'\-.'mg Veuye
CHeguor from France. A humidor ingde the wine
refrigerator stores o sclection of cigars, a vice Mancy
enjoys eccasionally, The three-season porch doubles
ax a smoking room since the French doors close off
the roeom from the rest of the house. An anbigue
clgar press hangs on ome wall, continuing the theme
of the room.

Rick and Mancy®s shared book-lined office is
conveniently |ocated ust off the great room.
Mancy's passion for labyrinths = she's o certified
labyrmth faalismror = and Rick's combined enithusi-
asm for photography and dove-ln movie theaters
are evident herc. Their obsession for movies is also
apparent in the half-dozen big screen TVs throogh-
out the house and the one-of-a-kind bonos room
above the garage: The poposrn-and-movic-reel car-
peted “theater™ sports a novelty 1950 Cadillac seai
and tire “side table,” .:||'\-n|.1 with drive-in ';pn.':al:q.'n-
adapred as wall sconces. Richard Hardine found the
seat in Texas and helped MNancy plan the reom as a
surprise weddimg gift for Rick. He's worked in the
drive-in mavie industry for 34 vears, corrently at
the Cottage View Dinve-in in the Tvin Cides suburk
of Cottage Grove. Rick's povate dove-m room s
accessed via a fold-down metal stairway.

White Rick is enjoying an old-time movie,
Mancy 15 apt o be sutsde, only a shore distance
away, followang the grassy path of her concrete-

lmed labyrinth. The onicursal path of peace was
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The grassy path of the concrete-tined mnicorsal path of peace labyrinth. Riek's movie-themed bonus resm above the farage.

designed by Lisa Maoriary and blends the Baliic and Charnres
Paths, noted sites for members of the Labyrinth Sogery, of
which Mancy 15 a member. Contemplanve benches are located
ppposite each ather saside the labyrinth’s circle. The adjacent
flovwer garden displays abstract metal scolprures of rwo dancing
women, Mancy has hosted owo lnbyrinth seminars and wiil
affer more in the coming years,

Anuther of the conple’s pastimes is evident i the home's
npper level. An Olymipic-size poad table (Mancy says Rick is the
hetter playver of the ren) stamds center stage in the area ar the
top of the stairs and overlooking the grest roem, Marching
guest hedrooms, one on each end of the game room, have bl
in window seats, private haths and seundproofing, which
afford visitors their own Lake lda retreat expenience. (lass

hleck transoms over the bathroom doors bring light inte the

Foinies,

Lake Ida
Douglas County

Size 4,436 Acres
Max Depth

Roam 208 {as noted om the floor plan and remined as a
convenient reference] holds the electronic hrains of the honse,
Al andievisial, securing, data and phone systems are controlled
from this small opstairs room, making the home a wonder of
comiort and conservation,

The couple’s one regre is that they can't spend as rmch
mime a5 they'd like in this dream bome thar swis them so well,
tuer char wall change when the sale of their 5t. Paul homse allows
them i take wp permanent residence on the beot-shaped
peninsula in Lake Ida That will alse allow them to porsne
another dream: to bay the eguipment and do a winter drive-in
miovike and restaarant pust off Inrersmane 94,

Pour the brandy and get our the cgars. Iy

Mangy Leasmanis a writer from Losp Praive.
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Anderson - Block Home

{ Simonson Lumbar

We congrarulate Mark Janke of Janke
Comstruction and Ringdahl Architects on the
spccesaiul ;-.-mplrlinn of another '.'.'\:-\.-"'["'ri‘“'llu'll
showease project, the Anderson - Blogk
home, Simdason Lumber is proud ro he che
preferred marerial suppliee on premicr con-
STFLICT v PrPosjects,

1802 Fillmora St.

BAlexandria, MM B&208

J20-TE3-5143

wienw. simonson-lumberncom

Yo { CENTRAL
MINNESOTA

> a MASONRY INC.

Central Minnesota Masonry

For your next lake home project coordinare with CMA as
your contractor for excavation, foondanen, driveway,
sidewalk, or insulted concrete forming system needs.  We
work vear round!

LI TRADE, (MR PASSICMN.

4015 Minnesota Strest

Alexandria, MM 56308

320-T63-4084

winnw. centralminnesotamasonry.com

Swedberg

Wooo Promacts rooRRORATED

Swedberg Wood Products, Inc.

Since 1982, we've been combining old-fashioned craftsmanship with modern technology creanng the

finest in costom cabinetry. Cabinetry choices of wood speces, cabinet stvles, colors, hardware and
accessorics, Counrertops in custom laminaces and solid sarfaces (granie, Cambria, Corian and more),

Mo obligaton quotes.

1420 County Road 82 West « Alexandria, MN 56308
BB8-370-3612 or 320-762-0738 » www.swedbergwood.com

lekasndHomaebCom
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